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14th January 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As you are aware expectations around school openings and pupil attendance has changed dramatically 
during the first two weeks of the new term. 
 
We are currently managing to educate some pupils on a face to face basis and pupils not attending 
school have had access to work packs. Key Stage 4 pupils have also accessed the new remote 
learning platform. We will be extending the use of the remote learning platform into the other key stages 
over the remainder of the term. 
 
Teaching pupils in the classroom and pupils learning remotely has placed a significant strain on the 
staff within school and we thank them for their efforts. However, this blend of two types of teaching is 
very difficult to sustain. When combined with class bubbles, illness, contact tracing and other more 
usual situations we find ourselves in the position where one more absence might result in whole class 
bubbles being asked to remain at home in order that we can maintain everyone’s safety on site. 
 
Parents and Carers have been very supportive over the past few months and with the end of the crisis 
potentially in sight we would like to ask you for your continued support should we need to make some 
difficult decisions in the weeks ahead. 
 
With snow expected over the next few days some of these difficult decisions might need to be made 
very soon. If the staff of a particular bubble are not able to get into school we are not in the position to 
use cover staff from other bubbles. This might result in the closing of a class bubble at extremely short 
notice. Please download the school App, visit the school website, Facebook page or use the Derbyshire 
County Council website to check whether we have had to close part or all of the school.  
 
Please be aware that staff and pupils travel to school from all over Derbyshire and beyond. This means 
that there will be occasions where school or class bubbles might be shut when there is no snow in your 
local vicinity.  
 
As usual I would like you to be aware that should a pupil, or a member of the household in which the 
pupil lives, receive a positive test result existing rules on self-isolation still apply. 
 
We also urge all parents and carers to err on the side of caution if you feel your child may be coming 
down with something and not send them into school. If your child has a high temperature, new cough or 
loss of taste or smell then they should book a test as soon as possible and remain at home until the 
result is received. 
 
Once again thank you for your support during these difficult times. 
 
Yours sincerely 

C Greenhough & D England 


